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US Nuclear Weapons in Europe 

Source: https://www.indymedia.org.uk/images/2010/04/450055.jpg 



NATO‘s nuclear deterrence 

 



 

Source: Hans Kristensen, FAS 2009 



Illegality of nuclear Sharing 

• NPT Article II: “Each non-nuclear-weapon State Party to the Treaty 
undertakes not to receive the transfer from any transferor 
whatsoever of nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices 
or of control over such weapons or explosive devices directly, or 
indirectly ….” 
 

• U.S. interpretation: Weapons at national bases are under control of 
U.S. military “unless and until a decision were made to go to war, at 
which time the treaty would no longer be controlling.” “Rusk 
Letter”, U.S. State Department, 1968 
 

• NATO interpretation: When the NPT was negotiated, nuclear 
sharing arrangements were already in place. Their nature was made 
clear to key delegations and subsequently made public. They were 
not challenged. 
 



NATO – nuclear alliance 

• Strategic Concept 2010, Preamble  

– It [the strategic concept] commits  NATO  to  the  
goal  of  creating  the  conditions for a world 
without nuclear weapons –  but  reconfirms  that,  
as  long  as  there  are nuclear weapons in the 
world, NATO will remain a nuclear Alliance. 

 



Nuclear Deterrence 

• Warsaw Summit Declaration 

– Therefore, deterrence and defence, based on an 
appropriate mix of nuclear, conventional, and 
missile defence capabilities, remains a core 
element of our overall strategy. […] 



First Strike Policy 

• Warsaw Summit Declaration 

– The circumstances in which NATO might have to 
use nuclear weapons are extremely remote. If the 
fundamental security of any of its members were 
to be threatened however, NATO has the 
capabilities and resolve to impose costs on an 
adversary that would be unacceptable and far 
outweigh the benefits that an adversary could 
hope to achieve. 



Nuclear Weapons Modernization 

 

Source: FAS, Hans Kristensen 
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A more usable bomb 

 

Source: joescarry.blogspot.co.uk 



Financial costs of modernization 

 



 



Further costs 

 

• Delivery system: Eurofighter or F-35 

– Selling price: more than 100 million each 

• Security measures/ upgrades at Air Bases 

 



Shield and Sword 

• http://www.funnyjunk.com/European+missile
+defense+system/funny-pictures/5973760/  

– Gurmann on funnyjunk.com 

• http://www.politicalcartoons.com/cartoon/b8
10229b-ddf7-469e-930e-444d1cf09df3.html 

– Paresh Nath - The National Herald, India. 
Politicalcartoons.com  
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Source: Missile Defense Agency 



 



Terminal High Altitude Area Defense 

 



 

Source: http://english.hani.co.kr/arti/english_edition/e_international/693913.htm 



 
 

„If we have nuclear weapons why can‘t 
we use them?“* 

  

• Presidential memorandum for „a new Nuclear 
Posture Review to ensure that the United 
States‘ nuclear deterrent is modern, robust, 
flexible, resilient, ready, and appropriately 
taiilored to deter 21st-century threats and 
reassure our alliances.“ 

 
*Allegedly, Donald Trump asked this question three times in a row to an security advisor in 2016. 


